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Environmental Quality Incentives
Program

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program that provides
technical, financial, and educational assistance to
farmers, ranchers, and Tribes. It serves as a tool to address
serious natural resource conservation concerns by
implementing conservation practices such as grassed
waterways, filter strips, manure management facilities,
cross fencing, wells, pipelines, wildlife habitat, and
pesticide and nutrient management, to achieve the most
cost effective environmental benefits possible.

Locally-led ProgramLocally-led ProgramLocally-led ProgramLocally-led ProgramLocally-led Program
EQIP funds are distributed to solve threats to natural

resources and assist participants in meeting government
regulations. Priority resource concerns are identified at
the local conservation district level. Local work groups
are made up of various federal, state and local agencies
and Tribal governments. The local work group identifies
program priorities, using a natural resource assessment,
and based on that assessment, develops priorities for
local conservation efforts.

Environmental Quality Incentives ProgramEnvironmental Quality Incentives Program

The State Technical Committee provides advice and
recommendations to the state conservationist for EQIP.
The State Technical Committee is an advisory group
comprising similar statewide organizations as the local
work groups, and includes agriculture organizations,
agriculture businesses, and other organizations or
groups interested in natural resources and the
environment. Ninety different federal, state, Tribal
governments, and statewide agriculture and
environmental organizations make up the committee that
provides guidance on EQIP and other USDA programs
in Oklahoma.

FFFFFinancial inancial inancial inancial inancial AssistanceAssistanceAssistanceAssistanceAssistance
EQIP requires the establishment of a 1 to 10 year

contract and the development of a Natural Resources
Conservation Service approved conservation plan.
Producers are not obligated, but are encouraged to
develop comprehensive or total resources management
plans. Cost-sharing may pay up to 75 percent of the cost
of certain conservation practices. Incentives may be made
to encourage a producer to perform land management
practices such as nutrient management, integrated pest
management, irrigation water management, and waste

EQIP Program EQIP Program EQIP Program EQIP Program EQIP Program Activity - Dollars PActivity - Dollars PActivity - Dollars PActivity - Dollars PActivity - Dollars Per Countyer Countyer Countyer Countyer County
1996 - 20021996 - 20021996 - 20021996 - 20021996 - 2002

CIMARR ON
TEX AS

BEAVER HAR PER
WOOD S

ALFALFA

GR ANT KAY
OTTAWA

CRA IG

OSA GE

NOWATA

W
A

S
HI

N
G

TO
N

WOOD WAR D

DELAWAR EELLIS
GAR FIE LD NOBLE ROGERS

PAWNE E
MAJOR

MAYES

TU LSAPAYNE
DEWEY

BLAINE

KIN GFISH ER

LOGAN

ADAIR

CRE EK

ROGER MILLS LINC OLN
CUS TE R

OKM ULGEE
MUSKOGEE

CAN ADIAN

OKL AH OMA

SEQUOYAH
OKFU SKEE

CAD DO

BECKH AM MCINTOSH
WASHITA

P
O

T
T

AW
A

TO
M

IE

S
E

M
IN

O
LE HASKE LL

GR ADY

LEFLOR E

CLE VELAN D

MCC LAIN PITTSBU RG

HUGH ES
GR EER

KIOWA

HAR MON

LATIMER

PON TOTOC

JACKS ON COMAN CHE
GAR VIN

COAL
STE PHEN S

PUSH MATAHA
ATOKA

TILL MAN MUR RAY

COTTON

MCC UR TAIN

CAR TE R JOH NS TON

JEFFER SON

MARSH ALL
CHOC TAW

BRYANLOVE

CHE ROKEE
WAGONER

9,302 ac.

762 ac .

46,592  ac .

2,6 56 ac.
9,587 ac.36,033  ac .

2,7 37 ac.

680 ac .

19,848  ac .

8,3 20 ac.

2122

35,919  ac .

44,935  ac .

23,024  ac .

4,6 71 ac.

760 ac .

39,969  ac .

3,986 ac.

43,358  ac .

34 ac.

20,071  ac .

4,1 10 ac.

18,963  ac .

15,482  ac .

1,2 90 ac.

12,370  ac .

69,662  ac .

40,903  ac .

36,509  ac .

2,173 ac.

2
,9

21
 a

c.

801 ac .

5,5 82 ac.

2,5 72 ac.

959 ac .

10,708  ac .

60,454  ac .

38,112  ac .

24,626  ac .

15,575  ac .

280 ac .

1,976 ac.

20,285  ac .

18,616  ac .

1,947 ac.

9,736 ac.

14,248  ac .

2,719 ac.

7,8 54 ac.

320 ac .

21,791  ac .

39,539  ac .

1,8 28 ac.

14,789  ac .

17,445 ac.6,9 83 ac.

10,699  ac .

5,033 ac.

87,255  ac .

7,527 ac.

16,395  ac .

10,026  ac .

19,127  ac .

1,9 16 ac.

14,777  ac .

13,384  ac .

3,0 00 ac.

1
5,

29
8a

c.

15,615  ac .

5,353 ac.

22,040  ac .

50,016  ac .

20,394  ac .

2,221 ac.

1
2,

90
8 

ac
.

EQIP Dollars per County
0
$1,000 to $100,000
$100,001 to $500,000
$500,001 to $1,000,000
$1,000,001 to $1,500,000

Legend

Frank Farrell, Cherokee

Nation, looks over

pasture planting and

riparian restoration on

Tribal lands.



OKLAHOMA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM

The United States Department of  Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the basis of  race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for communication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at
202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of  discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of  Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC, 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.01/03 OK
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utilization. Total cost-share and incentive payments are
limited to $450,000 per person over the life of the Farm
Bill.

EQIP Program Funding to DateEQIP Program Funding to DateEQIP Program Funding to DateEQIP Program Funding to DateEQIP Program Funding to Date
Total $ Number Total $ of

Apps Apps Apps Financial
Year Received Requested Funded Assistance
1997 3,600 $31 million 945 4.5 million
1998 2,700 $17 million 835 4.1 million
1999 1,871 $7.7 million 696 3.5 million
2000 1,918 $8.3 million 587 3.4 million
2001 1,776 $8.4 million 570 3.5 million
2002 3390 $32.2 million 856 7.5 million

In Oklahoma, the funding for EQIP at the state level
has not kept pace with the demand (requests) for cost-
share assistance. Through the 2002 Farm Bill, EQIP was
reauthorized with a significant increase in funding each
year through 2007. Oklahoma received over $7.5 million
dollars in 2002. Still over 3,300 applicants with
conservation needs in excess of $24 million remain
unfunded.

Since the beginning of the EQIP, approximately
$500,000 has been cost-shared with participants
implementing animal waste management practices; over
$400,000 in completing soil erosion and sediment control
practices; and over $690,000 in grazing land related
practices.

Significant conservation practices remain to be
completed in these EQIP contracts. NRCS and local
conservation districts are continuing with technical
assistance to meet these needs.

Special Outreach Initiatives Continued In 2002Special Outreach Initiatives Continued In 2002Special Outreach Initiatives Continued In 2002Special Outreach Initiatives Continued In 2002Special Outreach Initiatives Continued In 2002
NRCS received a supplemental EQIP allocation in

fiscal year 2001 through the Labor, Health and Human
Services Appropriations Act. NRCS in consultation with
the Farm Service Agency, made a decision to use this
money to develop opportunities and make in-roads into
communities and Tribes where we have been previously
unsuccessful. Two separate initiatives were established.

One initiative was to provide some of this funding
for each NRCS Tribal liaison and Tribal resource
conservationist to work with each Tribe, on land owned
by them, to develop a conservation plan and provide
EQIP cost-shares to implement the plan. Seven EQIP
contracts were developed with six Tribes through this
effort. Over $232,000 was obligated for installation of
conservation measures on these lands. The goal is to
work directly with Tribal officials in assessing, making
decisions, and implementing plans involving natural

resource conservation. The experience and relationships
gained through this process can be used to extend
conservation efforts to other Tribal lands and the lands
held by the members of the Tribes.

The other initiative was an effort was to use these
funds to integrate USDA cost-share programs into
communities that have been historically low in cost-
share program participation. Community Based
Organizations (CBOs) and 2501 small farmer outreach
personnel were asked to identify five historically black
communities that could benefit from EQIP assistance in
implementing conservation measures. Within these
communities, they were asked to further identify two to
three producers that:
⌧had natural resource problems that could be

addressed with EQIP,
⌧were willing to develop and implement a

conservation plan treating these needs,
⌧had the physical means or financial resources to

complete their plan,
⌧willingness to enter into a cost share agreement

with USDA, and
⌧willing to share their experiences and help

neighbors in accessing future USDA
conservation programs for their farming and
ranching operations.

Through the process of working with the CBOs, 11
contracts for over $95,000 were approved. These
contracts will be implemented over the next one to five
years and will provide the foundation for NRCS and
local conservation districts to build relationships within
these communities for broader conservation efforts.

Landowners Doing Landowners Doing Landowners Doing Landowners Doing Landowners Doing TTTTTheir Pheir Pheir Pheir Pheir Part art art art art TTTTTo Protect Soilo Protect Soilo Protect Soilo Protect Soilo Protect Soil
Freda Campbell and Don Jones are doing their part

in protecting soil and water resources in southern Noble
County. Through EQIP, they were able to use cost share
assistance to install grade stabilization structures.

Grade stabilization structures are used to stop gullies
that have formed over time. Once these structures are
installed, they stabilize any gully progression and trap
sediment, keeping it out of creeks and lakes.

Jones and Campbell worked hand in hand with the
Natural Resources Conservation Service that provided
technical assistance for installing the grade stabilization
structures.

FFFFFor More Informationor More Informationor More Informationor More Informationor More Information
For more information on this program or other USDA

Natural Resources Conservation Service Programs,
contact your local Natural Resources Conservation
Service office or USDA Service Center, or check out the
website: www.ok.usda.gov.


